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® Overhaul of Haverhill 
campus infrastructure is 
on the horizon, as report 
to be released soon 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Contributing Editor 


ending final approval from the board 

of trustees, NECC may be ready to 

launch the first stages of its space 
utilization plan to revitalize the college. 

It is no secret that the college has been 
focusing a great deal of time and energy to 
improve its image, from more efficient 
student services to plans to revamp and 
renovate buildings and beautify the cam- 
piises 

-But major changes take a great deal of 
research, time, money and the usual bu- 
reaucratic red tape before they come to 
fruition. Most students currently enrolled 
_ will not see much happening before 2001, 
according to Mary Ellen Ashley, vice presi- 
dent of enrollment management and stu- 
dent services. 

“Funds need to be raised, approval is 
needed and it’s a very lengthy process,” said 
Ashley who is involved in a project to create 
amore visually attractive entranceway. 

While specific details of the master plan 
are being kept under tight wraps until 
President Hartleb presents it to the trustees 
on Jan. 29, there seem to be two sets of plans 


on the drawing board. 


One is the overall physical changes to 


the campus which might include construct- 
ing new buildings, like the arts and technol- 
ogy center, renovating existing ones, etc., 
which will take the most time and big bucks 
to accomplish. The other is sprucing up the 
front entrance of the college to make it 
more welcoming. 4 

Plans for the mega renovations to the 
campus began with the hiring of a consult- 
ing group, The Education Alliance... 

The group has conducted extensive re- 
search and numerous meetings with fac- 
ulty, staff and students to seek input as to 
their needs, concerns and ways to make the 
college more efficient and attractive. 

Alliance representatives Sheila Murphy 
and Dr. James Magee met with various 
focus groups over the last seven months to 
assess students needs, space utilization and 
campus logistics. 

Murphy led the discussions and offered 


topics to students asking for feedback as to 


adequacy of classrooms, locations of de- 
partments, services, buildings, and other 
concerns. 

At one session, students commented on 
the dreary, uninviting appearance of the 


‘Spurk building, particularly its lobby and 


the noise generated from the nearby Jitters 
Café. Classrooms were reported being un- 
evenly heated and generally uninspiring in 
appearance. 

There was unanimous agreement from 


See OVERHAUL, Page 5 


Boards to keyboards: 


prof. works 


@ New department head’s 
background in carpentry 
ties into his teaching 

By CARLEY THORNELL 


Features Editor 


eorge C. Medelinskas says he used to 

think of computers as evil instru 

ments. “I hated computers and I 
thought that everyone who worked with 
them had sold their soul to the devil,” he 
said. 


at his craft 


Hired as a full-time 
faculty member last 
semester, he currently 
serves as the depart- 
ment chairman ofcom- 
puter science and in- 
formation sciences.. 

Medelinskas now 
thinks computers open 


File photo countless possibilities 
George Mede- to explore the world, a 
linskas 


philosophy he adopted 
after attending some 
seminars sponsored by a second-grade class 
See MEDELINSKAS, Page 5 


Opinion 
Using checkbook 5 
journalism, Flynt 

hustles DC dirt § 


6 Features 


Student ‘greeted’ 
by crocodile on 
Costa Rica trip 


Johanna Choina photo 
PLANNING FOR THE GAME: Coach Andrew Pittington discusses strategy 
with the women’s basketball team in a game last week against Hesser College. 
The Knights continue their play this week against Springfield Tech and 
Quinsigamond Community College. 


President outlines his 
goals for the new year 


@ He wants college to 
become more student 
centered and for teachers 
to focus on learning 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 
News Editor 


combination of technology and teach- 
ing can improve the caliber of learn- 
ing at the college in the next year. 
Although many of the eight priorities in 
the college’s 1998-2003 Action Plan cannot 
be immediately implemented due to bud- 
getary constraints, Hartleb has identified 
three presidential priorities for the coming 
year. 
“First, we need to create a learning cen- 
tered, student centered college,” Hartleb 
said. “All our college services need to recog- 


Pp resident David Hartleb hopes that the 


nize students as customers.” 

Hartleb stressed the difference between 
learning and-teaching, noting that society 
is demanding that all institutions of learn- 
ing be more outcome oriented. 

“We need to care more about learning 
than teaching,” he said. “We’ve always said 
that we do, but I don’t always see it happen- 
ing.” 

He pointed out that the concept oflearn- 
ing versus teaching is a hot issue on col- 
leges across the country as the demand for 
accountability has grown. 

The traditional model for a classroom is 
having an instructor standing at a black- 
board and delivering a lecture, Hartleb said. 

He hopes that through the center for 
teaching and learning, instructors will be 
able to develop more innovative approaches 
to learning. 

The center, directed by Judith Kamber, 


was created to provide professional 


See HARTLEB, Page 4 ~ 
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Let’s stay focused 
while changing 


s NECC approaches the 

millennium and the 

birth of its “space mis- 
sion” nears, the college com- 
munity anxiously awaits im- 
provements that promise a 
more efficient, attractive learn- 
ing environment. 

Such a huge endeavor has 
required the advice of experts, 
who based their recommenda- 
tions on research and sugges- 
tions from administrators, fac- 
ulty, staff and students who 
were given the opportunity to 
offer their opinions on ways 
the college could better serve 
their needs. 

Change is good, albeit dis- 
ruptive and at times exasper- 
ating. Construction of build- 
ings and revamping the cam- 
pus will undoubtedly wreak 
some havoc to all. 

But like any major renova- 
tion, the inconveniences and 
frustrations — hopefully short- 
lived — will pale in light of the 
new and improved campus. 

We welcome the upcoming 
challenges, but hope that such 
an overwhelming focus on 
these structural changes will 
not overshadow the need to 
improve other immediate ser- 
vices. 

Some of the more immedi- 
ate concerns: 

‘W The hiring of more full- 


Staffer corrects recent story 


To the editor: 

With regards to your article on 
Jane Nunes in the December 2nd. 
issue, I would like to make a couple 
of corrections. First, the term 
“hearing impaired” is not politi- 
cally correct—especially in regards 
to the deafcommunity. The proper 
term is “deaf and hard of hear- 
ing.” 

Second of all, Jane did not es- 
tablish the interpreter services 
here at NECC. It was already set in 


time instructors remains para- 
mount if the college is to con- 
tinue to offer a quality curricu- 
lum. 

Y Incorrect listings on 
mailed program schedules, 
some of which never made it to 
students before the start of 
classes and in some cases, re- 
sulted in blocked financial aid. 

vV General registration con- 
fusion and erroneous payment 
records. 

Y Class cancellations and 
long lines that still plague the 
registration process, much of 
which has been blamed on the 
inherent problems of a new 
computer system. 

While administrators con- 
tinue to work on solving these 
problems, communicating 
those efforts clearly and openly 
to students would help quell 
some of the negative feelings 
generated during the process. 

We applaud the admin- 
istration’s efforts to bring the 
college into the 21st century 
with state of the art technol- 
ogy, improved teaching pro- 
grams and an aesthetically 
pleasing environment. We just 
hope some of the less visible 


. changes that affect students 


every day will not get lost un- 
der the rubble. 


eae 


ae 


place by myself, Robin Russell, 
and by the interpreters who were 
here prior to her arrival. Aside 
from this, I want to commend you 
and your staff for the excellent 
work you are all doing. Your stu- 
dent newspaper is the best stu- 
dent newspaper I have ever seen. 


Sincerely, 
Sidney G. Pietzch 


Award-Winning Student Newspaper at 
Northern Essex Community College 


Elliott Way, Haverhill Mass. 01830 
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E-mail: observer@necc.mass.edu 


Contributing Editors: Camille 
Ducey 

News: David Cousins & Steve 
Landwehr 


Features: Carley Thornell & Maria 
Znoy 


Arts: Vinnie Titone & George Ward 


Sports: Steve Flagg & Rian 
McFadden 

Opinion: Nathan Scott 
Photography: Johanna Choina 
Circulation: Mark Behan 
Adviser: Joseph T. LeBlanc 
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| HOPE IM DISPLAYING 


THIS IN A DIGNIFIED 
MANNE 
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What's your primary 
news source? Why? 


Victor Gutierrez, travel and. tour- 
ism ; 

“TV! I just turn on the tv to 12, or 
FOX when I go to bed.” 


Laura Harding, psychology 
“Usually I watch channel 4 news, 
about 3 times a week. I’m curious 
about what’s going on with 
Saddam right now.” 


Kellmy Rosado, business transfer 
“From newspapers like the Boston 
Herald or Tribune. Almost every 
day I like to see what’s going on in 
the world.” : 


Steven Birchenoufh, undecided 

“I don’t watch tv. I get the impor- 
tant news from other people, and 
the local news from newspapers.” 


Johanna Choina photos 


Michelle Scott, liberal arts 
“I get it every day, mostly from 
channel 5.” 


Mirna Torres, accounting 

“I get my news from the Eagle 
Tribune, or the 10 o’clock news 
when I’m watching tv.” 
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To buy a Story... 


® Flynt proves 
money talks and 
congressmen walk 


epresentative Robert 
R Livingston, (R-La.), never 

could have imagined who’d 
. be dragging skeletons out of his 
closet. 

He was nominated to be the 
next speaker of the House, replac- 
ing Newt Gingrich, when Hustler 
publisher Larry Flynt uncovered a 
nearly 30 year old affair Livingston 
had at the beginning of his mar- 
riage. Livingston described it as a 
“youthful indiscretion,” but the 
damage was done and he resigned 
the post. 

Things haven’t been easy on the 
conservative Republican from 
Georgia, Bob Barr either. 

Recently he received the “Friend 
of the Family Award,” from the 
Christian Coalition—an award that 
Larry Flynt won’t be getting any 


time soon. Still out to make his © 


already infamous name more so, 
Flynt recently offered a million 
dollars to anyone who could 
present scandalous information 
. on any congressman. 

The House recently Bineachied 
Clinton for his own sexual mis- 
conduct—more specifically, per- 
jury and obstruction of justice. 

These charges are debatable at 
best. In any case, Flynt would like 
to paint a picture of rabid hypoc- 
risy in the GOP, and the motiva- 
tional factor of $1 million has 
begun to bring things to light—if 
it can be called light. 

__ Rep. Barr, according to an un- 
named source, drove his former 
wife to have an abortion. There’s 

. no problem here except for the 
fact that he’s a vigorous antiabor- 
tion activist. An additional prob- 
lem is that Barr is one of the seven 
House managers-acting as. pros- 
ecutor in President Clinton’s im- 
peachment trial. It’s too hypocriti- 
cal, and Flynt’s pursuing it. 

Flynt told reporters recently at 
his publication headquarters in 

Beverly Hills, “This man stood on 

_ the floor of the House of Represen- 

‘t tatives and said that abortion is 
the equivalent of murder.” 

For someone who allegedly 
badgered his own wife into having 
an abortion it doesn’t settle well, 
especially when he has a hand in 
deciding the fate of not only 
Clinton’s presidency, but the presi- 
dential position itself. As evidence, 
Flynt claims to have a receipt from 
* the clinic where Mrs. Barr had her 
abortion. = 

_ Flyntalso claims that i in Barr’s 
divorce from Gail Barr, he testi- 
fied as opposing the abortion. Flynt 
supposedly has the receipt with 
Barr’s. signature, and testimony 
from Gail Barr that he lied under 
oath. I don’t think Flynt is worthy 
of bringing down a law abiding 
citizen like Barr, but in a way it’s 


fitting. 

Flynt claims that Barr isn’t the 
“big-fish” he has dirt on. I don’t 
relish the fact that Flynt is using 
his wealth and influence to move 
Washington politics, but it is ex- 
citing. 

The frenzy to dig up dirt that 
Flynt has created is no less a fiasco 
than the GOP’s single-minded at- 
tempt to bring down President 
Clinton ever since he took office. 
Clinton is to many of his support- 
ers an antihero. I feel the same 
way about Larry Flynt. Almost. It’s 
good to see someone with power, 
albeit in an unsavory area, exer- 
cise it in Clinton’s defense. 

Inarecent interview with ABC’s 
Cynthia McFadden on Good Morn- 
ing America, Flynt was asked about 
his motives and what some con- 
sider the politics of personal de- 
struction. 

McFadden asked Flynt whether 
he would be publishing the names 
of those congressmen he could 
uncover something about. A brief 
piece of the transcript reads as 
follows: 

Larry Flynt: There are more 
shoes to fall. We’re not sure. It 
could be as many as a dozen. In- 
vestigations are ongoing now. 

Cynthia McFadden: And you will 
publish the names of these men 
and women? 

Larry Flynt: Yes, we will. Now, 
look, I’m opposed to getting into 
people’s personal sex lives. 1 know 
that sounds like a paradox be- 
cause I’m exposing the lives of 


_ these people on Capitol Hill. But, 


you know, desperate times require 
desperate measures. And I love 
Bill Clinton. I voted for him in 
1992, and 1996. I think he’s been a 
great president. I think what the 
Republicans are doing to him is 
wrong. And I think people like 
Livingston and Hyde, these right- 
wing, zealot bullies are a greater 
threat to our unique form of de- 
mocracy than Bill Clinton could 
ever be. 

There is a significant risk in 
Flynt’s checkbook journalism. One 
of his sources of dirt may be a little 
too motivated to get his million. 
The truth of any accusations 
brought forth could be stretched 
in order to qualify for Flynt’s ran- 
som. 

I don’t mind what Flynt is do- 
ing. It’s a wake-up call to business 
as usual in Washington, much 
like the election of Jesse Ventura 
in Minnesota. Plus, Flynt is being 
very careful with his money and 
what he releases. He only brings 
out an accusation if it has evi- 
dence to back it up, like in the Barr 
case. 


The White House has spoken : 


out against what Flynt is doing, 
which I think is admirable. It’s not 
particularly ethical, or helpful. But 
so far Flynt’s crusade has exposed 
hypocrisy. 

Is this whole escapade an at- 
tempt to sell magazines? I don’t 
feel it is. Flynt is tremendously 
wealthy. It should give all of us 
hope when we ‘see a man who 
built his publishing empire on the 
exploitation of women take a real 
honest stand for something-a 
stand for a beleaguered president. 

_ It’s too soon to tell, but Flynt 


may still hustle someone else out - 


of office. 


Lies MAKIN: A LIST, 


HECKIN’ IT TWICE, 
| < GONNA FIND OUT 
WHO'S NERY AND 


a) HSA 
A SENIAIAIN Sido. 


Now Hiring for 


Part-time Jobs, 
$10.50 to $11.75* 
per hour to start! 


UPS offers excellent permanent part-time employment with 
full-time benefits. Several shifts are available: 


ot “Day Sort: 12:30' 5:30 p.m. 
Twi Sort: 6:00 - 11:00 p.m. 
Mid Sort: 11:00 - 4:00 a.m. 
Preload: 3:30 - 8:30 a.m. 


UPS also offers low cost transportation to and from work. 
For more information, please see your UPS recruiter 
from 1 to 4 p.m.at: 3 


- Or call (978) 441-3400 
“* Includes applied incentive @ 20 hours UPS is an equal opportunity employer 


News Briers _ 


Trustees approve 5 
new employees 


he Board of Trustees approved five new 

appointments, three chair appointments 
and two administrative reappointments at 
its Jan. 6, meeting. 

New appointments include Glenn 
Newman, appointed assistant professor of 
computer science at a salary of $35,404; 
Patricia Kidney, appointed instructor of 
creative arts at a salary of $32,876; Elyse 
Cotreau, appointed staff assistant (Division 
of Continuing Education) at a salary of 
$34,500; Betty-Jo Bailey, appointed clerk II 
at a salary of $19,900.92; and Irene Chalek, 
appointed Acting Director of Transitional 
Adult Educational Services at a salary of 
$43,368. 

Chair appointees were George 
Medelinskas, computer and information 
sciences, Karen Garbaczewski, natural sci- 
ences and Nancy Nickerson, developmental 
studies. 

Robert Hatem was reappointed Execu- 
tive Assistant to the President, and Jorge 
Santiago was reappointed Assistant Dean 
for Pre-College Programs. 

Steve Landwehr 


Senate elections are 
set for next month 


tudent Senate elections will be held Feb. 

8-10 in the lobby of Spurk building. 
Nomination petition forms are available in 
the student activities department, room 
F133 on the Haverhill campus, or in room 
L133 on the Lawrence campus. 

Students wishing to run for nomination 
need to return the petition forms, signed by 
at least 20 students in their academic area, 
by noon on Friday, Jan. 29. 

A total of six seats are open for the 
spring semester, as the officers holding 
them were unable to complete their terms. 
Regular elections are held in the fall, and 
the term of office normally runs through 
spring commencement. 

The student government association 
bylaws allow for spring elections when 
there are vacancies on the senate of one- 
third or more of the full body. 

The area program vacancies are: 

Two seats in liberal arts, one seat in 
business, two seats in Lawrence and one 
seat in human services and health profes- 
sions. 


The senate meets. at 3:15 p.m: eachi 
Wednesday. Senate members are required’: 


to be active participants in various commit- 
tees of the All College Council, and spend a 
minimum of two hours per week in the 
student senate office. 


Community service 
fair coming Feb. 10 


he college’s career development center 

will be sponsoring a Community Ser- 
vice Fair Feb. 10 from 10:30 a.m to 1:30 p.m. 
in the Spurk building lobby. The snow date 
is Feb.17. 

Students will have the opportunity to 
meet with representatives from over 40 
nonprofit organizations throughout the 
Merrimack Valley, including the United Way- 
Voluntary Action Center, MassPIRG, the 
Girl Scouts and CASA. Prizes will be raffled 
off at the fair. 

Ifyou already volunteer during the school 
year and want to find out how to earncredit 
for your work, stop by the career develop- 
ment center’s booth. Contact Cathy 
Chandick, community service learning co- 
ordinator, Spurk 300, ext. 3725, for more 
information. 


ea ee eee 
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@ English Composition I 
and II students cited for 
their excellence 


Community College were recently rec 
ognized at the college’s Writing Award 
Ceremony. 

The students, who are all enrolled in 
english composition classes, were given 
certificates and books in recognition of 
excellence in composition. 

“We, as English professors, grade thou- 
sands of papers each semester,” said Profes- 
sor Catherine Sanderson. “The papers that 
we are recognizing today, and the students 
who wrote them, are what makes ‘it’ all 
worthwhile.” 

Students who received certificates were 
cited,for excellence by their current English 
comp6sition instructors. 

Students whose essays were judged to Be 
deserving of special recognition were hon- 
ored with distinguished awards. 

The award for the most outstanding 
essay in English Composition I, which is 
named in honor of NECC Professor Emeri- 
tus Elizabeth Arnold who taught at the 
college for twenty years and remains an 
inspiration to her peers, was presented to 
Douglar R. Klier of Plaistow, N.H., for his 
essay entitled “The Trials of Sin.” 


Peeemm students at Northern Essex 


The essay details the student’s unique. 


relationship with an elderly inmate he met 
while volunteering in the infirmary at Con- 
cord State Prison. 

Other students receiving awards include: 

Robert L. Arguin, Sarah Audet, Brianna 
M. Berthiaume, Elizabeth Billings, Kristin 
D. Cain, Shelly A. Carpenter, Kari Carter, 
Lori T. Cobuccio, Dennis L. Doucette, Frank 
Dushane IV, Hannah Edmands, Mary-Beth 
Edwards, Melissa A. Edwards, Terrence S. 
Farnier, Kristina L. Farris, Kerry Fitzpatrick, 
Maria Flanagan, Pedro F. Jiminez, Brendan 


File photo 


English Composition I Award Winner: Catherine Sanderson, chairwoman, 
department of English, presents the Elizabeth Arnold Award to Douglas R. Klier. 


P. Jones, Loren M. King, Cheryl A. Knowlton, 
Justin N. Kryskow, Torleif(T_J.) Larsen, Felicia 
H. Levister, Alex J. Marshall, Jesse T. Martin, 
Stephen M. McBride, Particia A. McCormick, 
Elizabeth S. McGowan, Retha A. McKenna, 
Kenneth McNulty, Anthony P. Merida, Marl 
A. Palermo, Patrice A. Peddle, Steven B. 


Plunte, Judith Raitt, Katie E. Rooney, Brenda 
L. Simas, Jay M. Soldati, Laura A. Tecce, 
Michelle Tetreault, Melissa S. Thompson, 
Kate A. Tolvanen, Robert J. Trenoweth, Brian 
J. Vitiello, Marie M. Wagner, Diana M. Walsh, 
Claudia M. Wells, Charles A. Willwerth, 
Karen R. Zagranis, Maria D. Znoj. 


Hartleb outlines his latest goals 


Continued from page 1 
development opportunities for instructors. 
It is a means for them to become familiar 


‘with software programs suchas PowerPoint 


he 


and? 'Ex¢el, which fey can: then - use to 
develop?courses: 

He noted that every instructor hé aK 
with who had used the smart classrooms 
wanted to use them more. He hopes to see 
a significant growth in the high-tech class- 
rooms, and said there would be more of 
them next year. 

The president’s second priority is to use 
technology as both a tool to distinguish the 
college and an innovative force for making 
the college more learning centered. 

“Technology will be a driver for my first 
priority,” he said. “It will allow students to 
go off and learn on their own.” 

Hartleb feels that technology can allow 
other curriculum changes, particularly an 
increase in the number of group projects 
assigned to students. 

“It’s a way to allow students to become 
responsible for their own learning,” he 


said. 

Finally, the president wants the college 
to become a major contributor to the 
economy in the lower Merrimack Valley 
region. He noted that Massachusetts’ major 
asset in attracting business was its highly 
trained workforce. 

Hartleb said that while large firms such 
as Raytheon can often do much oftheir own 
worker training, small businesses usually 
can’t afford such programs. 

Hartleb hopes that through expansion 


of the Center for Business and Industry the 


college can be even more involved in this 
critical factor in the regional economy. 

The CBI offers everything from custom- 
ized on-site training to noncredit work- 
shops, at affordable prices, to local busi- 
nesses. 

He noted that the college currently re- 
ceives $1 million a year from its worker 
training programs. = ; 

‘Hartleb admitted that all of the changes 
in the college’s approach to learning and 
teaching had their moments of frustration 


for everyone involved. 

“It’s a challenging time for faculty mem- 
bers,” he said. 

On other matters, Hartleb said that he 
would be presenting the results of the 
recently completed space utilization study 
to the Board of Trustees at his Jan. 29 retreat 
with them. 

Although he would not discuss any of 
the details of the study until the board has ~ 
had a chance to review them, he did say 
they would not involve any Sue in- 
creases. 

Hartleb said that he Sehaaed comments 
from faculty and students once the plans 
are made public. 

The proposed fine arts and technology 
training center was a consideration in de- 
veloping the spate utilization Pas Hartleb 
said. 

The college is on the list to receive a 
grant from the state Board of Education for 
a grant of $7.5 million for the center, and 
the college needs to raise 2 million in 
matching funds. 


Page 5 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Jan. 27, 1999 


Overhaul plans to be unveiled 


Continued from page 1 

the group that Bentley Library was in need 
of updating and renovation. Also, lack of 
sufficient quiet study areas was pointed out 
by students who said they retreated to their 
cars to study. Others commented on out- 
dated reference material and cramped work 
space at the library. 

The student center was also high on the 

‘suggested improvement list. Students said 
other than the cafeteria and bookstore, 
there are no recreational programs or vis- 
ible club appeal to draw students across the 
spacious campus to the center. 

According to Alliance member Dr. James 
Samels, research and recommendations 
have been completed by the consulting 
group and space plans and renderings have 
been sent to President Hartleb who will 


submit them to the trustees Jan. 29. 

“Northern Essex will be the place to be in 
2000,” said Samels. “There will be remark- 
able changes on campus.” 

He said, “NECC will be the national 
model for reinventing community college 
infrastructure to better serve students from 
admissions to career placement.” 

Most people, Samels said, were very posi- 
tive in their assessments of the college, but 
one point of interest was the front en- 
trance, which did not seem to be particu- 
larly attractive. 

That part of the project should begin in 
the near future through a $132,000 perfor- 
mance improvement grant recently received 
by Ashley and a team who wrote the pro- 
posal which included, among other things, 
improvements such as better signage to 


help people find the college. 

“People have complained that the col- 
lege is hard to find, and when you do arrive, 
you don’t know you are here,” Ashley said. 

The original proposal included construc- 
tion of an outdoor amphitheater for special 
events, but the grant was approved only for 
landscaping, signage and lighting of the 
front entryway and installing two security 
phones in student parking lots. The phones 
will be hooked up to the campus security 
office to assist students with breakdowns, 
accidents, or to report other incidents. 

However, before the work crews arrive 
for the “front door” project, Ashley is wait- 
ing for Hartleb’s feedback and trustee ap- 
proval of the renovation plans to assure the 
“makeover” will not be wasted by any fu- 
ture construction. 


“There has to be a guiding plan to use 
where things will not change in another 
year,” she said. 

Ashley said other improvements such as 
painting, replacing chairs or other general 
maintenance plans would not be part of the 
project. 

“You have to have money to do these 
things, and the grant is not for that pur- 
pose,” she said. 

Ashley said she plans to write a second 
and third proposal for future projects. 

“Once you get the first grant approval, 
the second and third seem to follow, but 
they must be consistent with the master 
plan,” Ashley said. 

Ashley said once Hartleb receives the 
trustees’ approval, he will make a presenta- 
tion of the plans to the college community. 


Medelinskas: from computers to Kripalu 


@ Continued from page 1 


he once taught in New Hampshire. 

“I realized at the end of the day that I 
was prejudiced. Computers can be use- 
ful,” he said. 

A man who has cleansed himself of 
prejudice, Medelinskas is the type to try 
anything once. He is flexible enough to 
practice yoga, deal with computer lan- 
guages that change every few years, and 
appreciate and practice such ancient arts 
as Buddhist chants. 

Medelinskas said he first began to try 
new things after leaving the city he called 
home, Lawrence, for the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. The campus 
was a city of its own with more than 
20,000 students, offering the chance to 
venture out and try new sports and par- 
ticipate in the arts. 

Medelinskas graduated in 1970 with a 
bachelor ofarts in political science, but he 
said nearly 20 years ofan academic career 
prompted him to work in a field with 
more “concrete” results. 

He worked as a carpenter for three 
years, starting from the bottom. 

“Very few things-are clear to me, but 
this one was. I really felt like I needed to 
affect the world. When you build some- 
thing, you know it’s going to be there for 
a long time,” he said. 

Although he said he enjoys teaching 
too much to give it up for a job in indus- 
try, it is difficult to assess success. 

“Sometimes you can do a great job for 
students A and B, but students Y and Z 
might think you’re horrible. You never 
get that feeling of ‘Oh, I really like how 
that building came out.’” 


I make a connection 
between Zen and my 
rowing. I’m rowing out 
on the water and put- 
ting power into my 
boat, but getting some- 
thing back... It’s poetic. 
It’s religious almost. 


GEORGE MEDELINSKAS 


He feels so strongly that his favorite 
memories of the White School in Deerfield, 
N.H. are not of teaching the children, but of 
a recess yard he built. 

“When I drive by, the thing I see that I’m 
most happy about is the playground. With 
teaching, you just don’t know (what your 
influence has been),” said Medelinskas. 

Learning carpentry from a “true old 
Yankee carpenter” gave him the opportu- 
nity to observe different teaching tech- 
niques. Horace Gourley, Medelinskas said, 
was “a wonderful worker but a terrible 
teacher. He couldn’t understand how you 
wouldn’t automatically know how to nail a 
door in.” 

He ended up teaching the carpenter how 
to become a better instructor with effective 
communication. “Once you got him to ex- 
plain how to do it, he could really do it. I 
think I really needed that experience,” said 
Medelinskas. 

Perhaps reminiscent of his carpentry 
days is the Haverhill home George shares 
with his wife, Kathleen. Much like the man 
himself, the house has a polished and rustic 
feel, with a wood stove and sturdy wood 
paneling. The couple’s children, Christo- 
pher, 21, and Sarah, 18, are attending the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst like 
their father for undergraduate studies. — 

Medelinskas earned a master’s degree in 
education in 1976 from the University of 
New Hampshire and in computer science 
education from the University of Lowell. 

He joins a select group of people, those 
who remain educators and are not lured 
away by the promise of bigger bucks from 
computer firms. Even more exceptional is 
the fact that Medelinskas has been a full- 
time faculty member of the community 
college system for 16 years, previously serv- 
ing at North Shore Community College. 
NECC offered a chance to bring teaching 
back home. 

“I feel like this school is part of my 
community. It’s a special thing to live where 
you teach. I did that before and I like the 
idea of things,” he said. 

Being closer to his point of origin affords 
Medelinskas opportunities he wouldn’t have 
otherwise, including dropping by his E-164 
office for a while, walking, biking, or even 
cross-country skiing to school. He remains 
trim and fit at 50, a frequent rower on the 
Merrimack River. Not even a job offer in 
Arizona could tear him away from home. 

“I had to say no because I realized there 
were no bodies of water there,” he said. 

“It wasn’t so much the swimming or 
anything, it was that I wouldn’t be able to 


(19% Carley Thornell photo 
WATER DIFFERENCE: George. Medelinskas, pic- 
tured on the Merrimack River, says rowing and a 
vegetarian diet make a big difference in his mental 
and physical health. 


row. Having the Merrimack right here has 
been a wonderful experience for me,” 
Medelinskas said. 

The body of water is visible from his 
attic, where he first “experienced” rowing 
on a machine seven years ago. Watching 
the Merrimack flow as he exercised he 
thought, “Why not get out there and do it 
myself?” 

The sport has become one with which 
Medelinskas claims an identity. The eternal 
flow of the water is a mystic experience that 
echoes the hum of Medelinskas’ inner 
rhythm. 

“I make a connection between Zen and 
my rowing. I’m rowing out on the water 
and putting power into my boat, but get- 
ting something back from the water at the 
same time. It’s poetic. It’s religious almost.” 

Medelinskas was raised as a Roman 
Catholic and served as an altar boy. He said 
he appreciates the sounds of Latin filling a 
church and the Gregorian chants of monks, 


but performing Buddhist chants 
fulfills him. There is a special 
group dynamicwith chants, but: 
even more powerful is the calm 
personal strength that partici- 
pants gain. Medelinskas’ last 
group chant included playing 
the tambora, an “absolutely 
transcendent” experience, he 
said. 

Medelinskas finds inner 
sanctum as a teacher and par- 
ticipant at Kripalu, a yoga and 
fitness retreat center in Lenox. 
He likes to visit at least twice a. 
year with one trip the week 
after Christmas and before New 
Year’s Day. It’s a week away 
from the world, he says, where 
there are no phones, television 
or newspapers, and all meals 
are prepared meat free. 

Medelinskas has attended 
Kripalu for the past eight years 
and said he felt so refreshed 
after his first couple of trips 
that he tried to bring some of 
the experience home. » 

_His family lived for a few 
years without cable television, 
watching movies on the VCR 
and reading a lot, particularly 
George’s favorite author, John 
Irving. He now enjoys “South 
Park,” “Dr. Katz,” and “The 
Simpsons.” 

Vegetarianism was the more 
difficult life style change for 
Medelinskas, though it became easier after 
his wife and children made the switch. He 
has been a vegan vegetarian for eight years, 
meaning there is no animal flesh, dairy 
products or any animal by-products in his 
diet. 

“One of the nice things is it makes you 
start to think about food in different ways. 
It makes you more health conscious,” said 
Medelinskas. 

One of the pleasant things about George 
Medelinskas is he’s conscious of just about 
everything. He has an inner confidence, but 
banter with him reveals a sly wit and wis- 
dom making him seem more like a philoso- 
phy teacher than a computer science man. 

He believes in himself and mankind and 
thinks humanity will always be in control 
regardless of technological advances. Per- 
haps that’s because of this bit of Hindu 
wisdom he likes to keep in mind: “With 
Hindus, everything is God. Everyone is God. 
Even you and me.” 
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Dying to drink 


@ Driving and drinking 
could cost you more than 
the privilege of a driver's 
license 


By DAVID COUSINS 
Staff Reporter 


On Aug. 26, 1991, Andrea Harris became 
another casualty of the highways, as she 
was killed by a drunk driver. 

Drinking and driving kills thousands of 
people each year. During Drunk Driving 
and Drug Awareness Month and through- 
out the year, colleges make people aware of 
the dangers of alcohol and drugs. 

A graphic reminder of what can happen 
when people drink and drive sits on the 
front steps of the Lawrence campus: A 
smashed sports car with the sign, “Friends 
Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.” 


“Looking at that car made me realize 


that when I’m out with friends, I have to 
make sure we all get home safely,” student 
Kerry Martin said. “I have to take responsi- 
bility and become the designated driver.” 

Awareness programs were held last 
month at the Lawrence campus, where 
mocktails were served and informational 
materials were handed out. 

“We're trying to encourage people to be 
responsible when hosting parties,” said 
Donna Montalbano, assistant coordinator 
of student health services. 

“We're promoting the designated driver 
program with ‘last call key chains.’ Each 
holds 35 cents to call friends or a taxi when 
a person has had too much to drink.” 

Educational materials are available in 
English and Spanish on drug and alcohol 
awareness. Contact student health services 
in room 134 at the Lawrence campus or 
room F-112 at the Haverhill campus. 


“I’m Driving,” a program sponsored by 
Anheuser-Busch, provides thousands of 
drinking establishments across the coun- 
try with materials helping people to be- 
come aware of how deadly drinking and 
driving can be. 

“The program works by rewarding des- 
ignated drivers with free nonalcoholic bev- 
erages, also for discounted food and drinks 
ata later visit,” said bartender Mark Willette. 
“As long as I’ve worked here, I feel like this 
program has saved many lives.” 

“Tm Driving” materials are available 
from your local Anheuser-Busch wholesaler, 
so when you plan your next event, and 
alcohol is going to be served, remember 
“I’m Driving.” 

Judgment is seriously affected by alco- 
hol and drug use. People who have been 
drinking frequently believe they’re less af- 
fected than they really are. 

“I know when drinking my judgment is 
the first thing to be affected,” said student 
Mike Clements. “I usually wait to sober up 
a little béfore I get behind the wheel of a 
car.” 

_ There’s no real wayto know what amount 
is safe. People respond differently to alco- 
hol and drugs. 

“It takes a lot for me to get drunk when 
I’m out with friends,” said Raymond Pabon 
of Lawrence. “I lost my chance to drive in 
1997, because I thought I could handle a 
three minute drive home.” 

Drinking and driving causes you to lose 
a lot more than your privilege of driving. 
You also lose respect. 

“It’s ignorant; people should know their 
limit and drink responsibly,” said student 
Jessica Figueroa. “ They should think ofhow 
they would feel if they became a victim ofa 
drunk driver.” 

The only safe alcohol level before driv- 
ing is zero. 

According to published reports released 
by the National Highway Safety Adminis- 
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TRAGIC IMAGE: The wreckage of this sports car on the steps of the Lawrence campus 
is a reminder of the dangers of combining alcohol and motor vehicles. 


tration, the number of people killed in 
drinking related crashes has decreased by 
15 percent. They attribute this to the desig- 
nated driver program. 

Alcohol can be deadly anytime. As many 
as 40 percent of fatal accidents involve 
alcohol. 

Between 1970 and the present, driving 
while intoxicated (DWI) arrests were at the 
highest for people over 21 years old. In the 
same period, 18 to 24 year olds accounted 
for 28 percent of the DWI arrests. 

Here are more startling facts released by 
the NHTSA. 

vV About 560,000 people are injured each 
year in alcohol and drug related crashes, 
more than one per minute. 

vV Everyday 115 people die in alcohol 
related traffic accidents (an average of one 
DC-9 crashing everyday). 

V One person dies every 13 minutes, 115 
everyday. 

Y Seventy males, 35 females and 10 
children are killed in motor vehicle crashes. 

“On an average weekend one out of 10 
drivers are legally impaired or drunk,” said 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Counselor 


Mary Clark. “Each day we get at least 12 new 
cases sent to our clinic from the courts as a 
alternative to them going to prison.” 

People should always be alert and use 
seat belts when in a vehicle and watch out 
for signs of a drunk driver, such as when a 
car makes sudden stops without cause or is 
being driven without headlights on. 

If a driver ahead of you seems drunk, 
don’t try to pass. Keep that extra distance 
and be prepared to stop suddenly. 

So don’t get bombed, get involved! 

Each of us can do our part by joining 
BACCHUS (Boosting Alcohol Consciousness 
Concerning the Health of University Stu- 
dents). 

It’s a student-run program that edu- 
cates everyone who feels they want to know 
more about the dangers of using alcohol 
and drugs. 


For more information, call student health 


’ services in Lawrence at 738-7482 or in 


Haverhill at 556— 3770 to get involved with 
the NECC chapter. They are looking for 
students to become peer educators. 

Get involved, you could save lives! 


MVRTA 
Announces 


the New 


N.E.C.C. 


Morning Exore 


_oiiel 


makes the nu 


wor 


or you. 


Get the financial aid you need. 


UMass Lowell is committed to affordable, quality education. 


Earn while you learn. 


Choose from coops, internships, and a million-dollar 


Campus Work Program. 


Shuttle... 


The MVRTA will be running a shuttle 
from Buckley Transit center at 7:20 a.m. 
which will make an express run to the 
Northern Essex Community College for 
7:50 a.m. This shuttle will be operating 
Monday through Friday during the school 
term only. 


Invest in your future. 


A four-year degree can boost your income by $10, 000 a year, 
every year of your professional life. 


Learn how credits you've already taken 
could count toward a bachelor's degree. 


Campus visits by UMass Lowell 
Transfer Counselors are scheduled 
throughout the semester. 


ZA University of 
LZ Massachusetts 
MASS Lowell 


If you have any questions on our schedule ; ! U 
ne poute fa Gsreiatigu? Gla call the: For more information on dates and : 

a Dh ter ig Nee so locations, or more information pals kee: Seetlponiny 
MVRTA at on your transfer options, Lowell, MA 01854-5104 


call UMass Lowell at 978-934-3931. 


www.uml.edu 


(978)469-1254 
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Everyone's in 


@ Second annual outdoor 
party will have arts, 
skiing, food for everyone 
By MARIA ZNOJ 


Features Editor 


he College Life and Healthy Living 

Unit will sponsor a second annual 

Winterfest celebration for students 
next month. 

“Tt is the second year and we are making 
it big. There will be lessons and equipment 
provided,” said Dina Brown, coordinator of 
student activities. 

For those who have never skied before, a 
guide will be available to take you through 
the trails around Kenoza lake. 

There is no need to bring your own skis 
because they will be provided along with 
hot chocolate to warm you up from the 
cold. 

For daredevils and those who do not 
want to cross-country ski, there is a down- 
hill slope which many people enjoyed at 
last years’ Winterfest. 

For those not wanting to ski at all, there 
will be candle art, giveaways, raffles, and 
s’mores to get you in a campfire mode. 

Candle art will be made like sand art; 
wax beads ofa rainbow of colors will be put 
in votive holders. As the wick and wax 


COM 


FAIR 


SERVICE 


-Did you resolve to make 
a difference this year? 


beads melt so will the candle, and in the end 
it will look like a piece of sand art. 

“We had lots of fun last year. It’s to bring 
some life into the winter doldrums. This 
provides fun for the winter, to beat the 
winter blues and to stay healthy,” Brown 
said. 

Winterfest will be held Wednesday Feb. 
10 from 11a.m. to 1p.m. in the Sport & 
Fitness Center on the Haverhill Campus. 
Minus the skiing, Winterfest will also be 
held on the Lawrence campus Feb. 8 from 
11 a.m to 1 p.m. 

“Try to stay warm because it’ll be excit- 
ing. There will be cool raffles and prizes,” 
said Brown. 


2 


ited to Winterfest: Feb. 8, 10 


TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
STUDENT SENATE ELECTI ONS 

- Pick up a Student Senate 
Nomination Petition form in the 
Student Activities Department 
at the Haverhill campus, 
F-133 or at the Lawrence 
campus L133. 

- Return signed petitions by 
Friday, January 29th to the 
Student Activities Department 


at the Haverhill or Lawrence 


campus. 


February 8 - 10 
in the Sourk 'C’ Building Lobby 
on the Haverhill campus & in the 
Atrium on the Lawrence campus 


HAVERHILL * LAWRENCE 
978/556-3731 978/738-7417 


- Area program vacancies are 2 
seats in Liberal Arts, 1 seat in 
Business, 1 seat in Technology, 


2 seats in Lawrence, 1 seat 


Human Services & Health 


Professions. 


TRANSFER & ADULT STUDENT 
OPEN HOUSE 

> 9:30 a.m.- Saturday, February 27 

> 300 The Fenway Boston, MA 02115 


Join us at the Transfer & Adult Student 


Find out about exciting community service opportunities! Open House on February,27, 1999. Attend.a > Accessible by public transportation. 


Wednesday, February 10th mini-seminar. [Talk with faculty, adminis- > Free parking available. 
* Snow Date February 17th * trators, and current students to discover what > Women with no prior college credit are 
10:30am — 1:30pm Simmons’ flexible, career-oriented programs, also welcome to attend. 


> To RSVP or request an application, 


- Spurk C-Building Lobby 
call 617-521-2502. 


vy 


Sign up to win cool prizes! 
Sponsored by the Career Development Center, C-300 
(978) 556-3722 


personal attention, and outstanding reputa- 
tion can mean for you. Both traditional- and 
nontraditional-age undergraduate women are > Visit our website: www.simmons.edu 
welcome. You may fax (617-521-3058) us your 

transcripts before February 16 for evaluation 

(copies are acceptable). Then bring your 

completed application and recommendations 


to the Open House and we will waive the 


$35 application fee. 


SIMMONS 


AHEAD OF ITS TIME IN 1899. AHEAD OF ITS TIME NOW. 
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Learning by doing in Costa Rica 


® Hungry reptiles, 
erupting volcanoes, 
rainforests greet 
NECC students 

By MARIA ZNOJ 


Features Editor 


ome students believe 

their course in Costa Rica 

was the most amazing expe- 
rience they’ve had in their lives. 

Professor Francis Champoux 
taught a geology and environment 
course while Pat Taglianetti taught 
a society and health course to 
students who wanted to go be- 
yond a classroom setting and into 
a field study, which can’t be expe- 
rienced by reading a book. 

“Ilearned so much more on the 
field than in a classroom,” said 
earth science student Joshua 
Gagne. “You learn so much more 
when you're doing it and I made 
new friends. Before the trip I knew 
nobody.” 

Learning was fulfilled in a class- 
room and on the academic excur- 
sions to hospitals, a rainforest and 
volcanoes. 

“From 6 a.m. till 12:30 at night 
Iwas busy. People went above and 
beyond what they were supposed 
to do. It was perfect,” Gagne said. 

Working above and beyond 
what was expected was a common 
feeling, one that is imprinted in 
the minds of everyone who de- 
cided to take the adventure in a 
land unknown to many. 

Earth science student James 
Horton said that the best part of 
the study abroad was the trips to 
the rainforest and the volcanoes 
because they were natural. 

Natural beauty ofanothercoun- 
try brings with it the dangers of 
animals that thrive in the envi- 
ronment. Although they are in- 
triguing to look at, sometimes it’s 
wise to start running the other 
direction if a certain species is 
seen. 

As Horton stood in a nesting 
area to take a snapshot, he noticed 
a hungry crocodile was heading 
right for him. 


said Horton. 

Horton said this trip bonded 
everyone together. Whether it was 
hearing volcanic explosions or 
avoiding venomous frogs, shared 
experiences with other students 
caused everyone to get to know 
each other better. 

“T got to know things about 
students that I didn’t know be- 
fore. That was an overall benefit of 
the trip,” said Horton. 

Being in a foreign country did 
have some frustrations, especially 
for health and sociology student 
Milagros Acevedo. 

“I loved everything, it was a 
great experience, everything was 
fine except for minor things like 
how some banks couldn’t take our 
credit cards. 

“Tt also would have been help- 
ful to know what to wear on the 
field trips. Some of us weren’t 
prepared for that,” Acevedo said. 

As work was piling as high as 
a volcano, the steam given off 
from students being told their 


_ credit card is no good in that coun- 


try added stress. 

Although students enjoyed 
their experience in Costa Rica, 
some would have enjoyed a longer 
stay. 

“IT would like to go to Costa Rica 
again, but there was too much to 
learn in one week. I'd like it if it 
was two weeks long,” Acevedo said. 

Travel study dates were Jan. 6 — 
13, but class meetings started as 
early as November. 

Despite wishing the travel study 
was longer, Acevedo said it was a 
great experience visiting hospi- 
tals there. 

People without social security 
can get help there. Some hospitals 
are run like those in the United 
States, if not more efficiently. 

“Iwas amazed to see they have 
more than we do in some aspects; 
like for psychiatric patients they 
have art and woodworking classes 
for them. It’s amazing how they 
treat patients. It’s wonderful,” 
Acevedo said. 


person was hoping, the outcome 


goals, but back home at NECC one. 


, this .way,,be- 
Causea student 


“I was praying that everyone 
would come home safely,” she said. 
“I was praying because that was 
my biggest worry, and I’m pleased 
with the faculty. They've been ex- 
traordinary, They've gone well 
beyond my expectations. It was a 
spectacular experience academi- 
cally and now I can rest.” 

Choosing the most responsible 
and mature students for the pro- 
gram is crucial. Students must 
have a minimum 2.0 G.P.A. 

Sellers said study abroad 
courses are effective because stu- 
dents are preparing for the tran- 
sition into a four-year college. 

Even if some students don’t 
remember everything they stud- 
ied, they will remember what it 
was like to be around the same 
people for a great deal of time. 

“This course was to meet stu- 
dents’ needs. Students aren’t able 
to spend time together at NECC. 
Students just go to their classes 
and leave. This course gives stu- 
dents a mini-dormitory experi- 
ence,” said Sellers. 

For people like Pat Taghanetti, 
a professor who taught the health 
and sociology course, this mini- 
dormitory experience was what 
helped students communicate ef- 
ficiently with their host families 
in San Jose. 

“What I liked most about the 
trip was the cultural aspect. I en- 
joyed the hospitality from the 
people, their friendliness and will- 
ingness to make my stay and the 
students’ a comfortable one,” said 
Taglianetti. “I felt more like a stu- 
dent. I have learned as much as 
them on the trip, if not more.” 

During the week, students and 
Taglianetti communicated better 
than when they first arrived. 

_ At the Universidad Veritas, 
classes on how to get by fora week 
with the basic forms of communi- 
cation were taught, Taglianetti 
said. 

“Students’ characters went 
from being shy to confident within 
one week. There is no better way 


Working above and beyond expectations, 
Sergio Araya explains plant life, hands on. 


; One of 
the most deadly animals on earth, 
a dart frog, waits patiently for 
its victim. 


to learn than 


is. actually, in, 


Northern Essex Community College 


“As a few crocodiles swam in of the trip was a safe one. the field seeing 
the water, I became nervous be- Usha Sellers, the International it. There are 
cause they were coming closer; it Programs deancannowbethank- some things 
was awesome. This was the best _ ful, for her prayers have been an- you can’t learn 
trip I’ve been on my entire life,” swered. inaclassroom.” 


: Eager to face another challenge, students and professors pose in front of 
Universidad Veritas in San Jose. Bottom left: Ardy Louis, Miriam Maisonnet, Michelle Morin, Andrea 
Hasson, Milagros Acevedo. Middle row: Professor Pat Taglianetti, Ray Drouin, Laura Gauron, Launa 
Colon, Pat Willett, Sergio Araya, Ell Hall. Back left: Ivan Yambo, Rachael Bernard, Professor Francis 
Champoux, James Horton, Luis Domingues and Joshua Gagne. 
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Employment Services 


Career Counseling 

Full and Part Time Placement 
One Stop Job Search Workshops 
Computerized Job Searches 


VVVYV 


Cooperative Education 


> Traditional Co-op 
> Alumni Co-op 
> Pre-Co-op 


| Field Placement Assistance 


> Resource Bank 
> Placement Follow-Up 


Come see us! 


Spurk Bldg. C300 
Tel. (978) 556-3722 
Fax. (978) 556-3675 


Work-Study Assistance 


> Traditional Work Study Placement 
> “America Reads” Tutors (Work-Study) 
> Community Service Work-Study 


Disney O opportunities 


‘Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services 
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® Trials and tribulations 
of American classic put 
together in solid book 


His Heart BELONGED To MAMA 
JACK KEROUAC KING OF THE 
BEATS A PortrAIT 

By Barry MILEs 

Hott. 332 pr. $25 


Reviewed by David Guy 
Washington Post Syndicate 


B arry Miles’s new book focuses on Jack 


Kerouac, but is really a portrait of the 
whole Beat generation some 40 years 
later and how wild they were. 

They were utterly indiscriminate in their 
bedmates: Kerouac routinely slept with Neal 
Cassady’s wife when he visited them in San 
Francisco, while Cassady was off with some- 
body. else. Jack, in fact seemed to have a 
thing for his buddies’ women, if notfor his 
buddies themselves; he had as much gay 
sex as straight, and his favorite act was the 
one made famous by the Starr Report. But 
the Beats make the Starr Report look square, 
man. 

They were major boozers, especially their 
king, who by the end of his life was putting 
back a quart of the hard stuff a day. They 
tried all the drugs, though Kerouac’s favor- 
ite was speed; he composed his books in 
exhausting bouts of Benzedrine-fueled fury. 
And their days were charged with dramatic 
eyents: grotesque accidental deaths, one 
notable murder, stretches in the slammer 
or the loony bin, sudden departures for a 
new apartment or for the other coast. 

One gets the vague impression of @ 
frenetic crowd of drug-dazed, sex-crazed * 
adolescents. They remained that way well 
into their thirties. 

Smack in their midst was the enigmatic 


Political art 


® Artist combines politics 


and art to make brilliant 


statement 


WALL TO WALL GENIUS 
DREAMING WITH HIS EYES 
OPEN 

A Lire oF Dieco RIVERA 

By PatNncK MARNHAM 

Knopr. 350pp. $35 


Reviewed by EDWARD ABRAKAMS 
Washington Post Syndicate 


fter spending 14 years in Europe, 
Ame he painted nothing of note, in 

1923 Diego Rivera abandoned his 
common-law wife, Angelina Beloff, his lover, 
Marevna Vrobev, and an infant daughter, 
Marika, to return home to Mexico. 

There, as Patrick Marnham writes in 
this provocative and compelling biography, 
"the pintor magnifico” began the work that 
would make him, in Marnham’s estima- 
tion, “the greatest fresco artist of the cen- 
tury.” 

How this happened is the story told in 
Marnham’s assiduously researched, wide- 
ranging and learned (despite the inexpli- 
cable omission of footnotes) account of 
Rivera’s life, the first full-scale biography 
published in over 35 years. 

If the book is sometimes short on the 
artistic and political ideas that informed 


Book Review 


man who made them famous, Jack Kerouac. 
The hero he wrote about so persuasively in 
“On the Road,” Neal Cassady, was a genu- 
inely charismatic figure, who could seduce 
a man or woman with a single smoking 
glance, but Kerouac himself — who was 
often confused with his protagonist — was 
an oddly inert, passive figure, a passenger 


- on the road-rather than the driver. 


Despite his membership in a rebellious 
generation, he was a staunch right winger 
all his life, an avid Joseph McCarthy sup- 
porter who was thrilled toward the end of 
his life to appear on the television program 
of his idol William F. Buckley. He was a big- 
ot — and despite a lifelong friendship with 
Allen Ginsberg — a fierce anti-Semite. But 
the most surprising thing about this fa- 
mously wild character was that he was a 
devoted mama’s boy. 

~Kerouac’s supposedly saintly brother, 
Gerard, died when Jack was four, and after 
that tragic event his mother focused all of 
her attention on her younger son. “There is 
no way of knowing if his mother abused 
him for her own sexual needs when he was 
little,” Miles tells us, “but she did propose 
sex many years later when he was in his 
thirties.” 

It is no wonder Kerouac could never 
form a mature relationship with a woman, 
or that he often preferred the company — 
sexual and otherwise — of men. His three 
matriages were all disasters, and he never 
strayed far from Mommy in any of them, 
sometimes actually moving back in with 
her, 

What was remarkable about Kerouac 
was his utter devotion — in the face of long 
neglect — to the act of writing. After the 
publication-of his-early novel "The Town 
and the City,” he endured seven years of 
rejection before "On the Road’ was pub- 
lished in 1957, but through it all he kept 
writing, producing many of the titles that 


were published in a rush 
after he became famous. 

He was not really a 
novelist but an odd cross 
between a Whitman- 
esque poet, a barroom 
raconteur, anda cultural 
reporter. He had a wild 
verbal gift and an aston- 
ishing memory for detail 
(friends called him 
Memory Babe), and his 
books were really just ac- 
counts of the crazy ad- 
ventures he had with his 
friends. He had a theory 
of spontaneous prose, 
supposedly inspired by 
Neal Cassady’s letters, 
but Cassady’s sentences 
sound awkward and ama- 
teurish beside Kerouac’s. 
Writing may have been 
the one thing Jack did 
better than Neal. 

Barry Miles: seems to 
have taken: Kerouac’s 
theory of composition 
rather too much to heart. 
He is a longtime Beat en- 
thusiast, author ofan ear- 
lier biography of 
Ginsberg, and he seems 
to forget that we might 
not know the cast of char- 
acters as well as he does, 
rushing people on and off stage like charac- 
ters in a vaudeville show. 

He lapses at times into half-baked Freud- 
ian theory, wanders into the lives of other 
characters altogether, and neglects facts of 
majorimportance, suchas just how Kerouac 
got hooked up with Malcom Cowley for his 
editor and Viking for his publisher. Yet his 
book — like those of his subject — is packed 
with detail and often fascinating. I genu- 
inely enjoyed reading it. I just wished he 
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A WRITER’S HAVEN: A stone memorial at Jack Kerouac 
Park in downtown Lowell. 


had taken more time to sort things out. 


Kerouac’s liver gave out on an October 
morning in 1969; he died at 47. He left 
behind a portrait of a rebellious generation 
who occupied the American ’50s like a gang 
of thugs at a tea party. With their cascading 
prose and weird memory for detail, his 
books are a wonderfully faithful record. It is 
Kerouac’s writing, rather than his person, 
that seems representative. 


leads to success for troubled youth 


Boox Review _ 


Rivera’s work, the author’s remarkable abil- 
ity to show how Rivera’s personal and cul- 
tural landscape shaped his art more than 
compensates. 

Diego Rivera was born in Guanajuato, a 
small town in central Mexico, in 1886. 
Reputedly of Spanish, Indian, African, Ital- 
ian, Jewish, Russian and Portuguese de- 
scent, he grew up in a pre-modern, myste- 
rious and passionate land, where the dead 
were worshiped and held power over the 


living, and in a corrupt society where sla- - 


very, repression, armed rebellion, and pub- 
lic executions defined cultural life. 

When Rivera was two years old, his twin 
brother died, leaving his mother unreach- 
able and inconsolable. This early loss of his 
brother and the security of his mother’s 
love, Marnham hypothesizes, left Rivera an 
emotional cripple. 

He never learned to trust, and the trail of 
broken hearts he left behind had its roots, 
it is suggested, in this early childhood expe- 
rience. 

Despite the fact that at times he weighed 
close to 300 pounds and supposedly never 
bathed, he had a steady stream of wives and 
girlfriends who catered to his every need. 

As Rivera himself wrote in a rare mo- 
ment of honest introspection, his first girl- 
friend was “a kind, sensitive, almost unbe- 
lievably decent person . . . she gave me 
everything a good woman can give to a 


man. In return she received from me all the 
heartache and misery that a man can inflict 
on a woman.” 

Recognized at an early age as a talented 
artist, in 1907 Rivera was awarded a Mexi- 


can government grant to study art in Spain | 
in 1907. By 1909 he ‘was in Paris, living in’ 


Montparnasse, where he met and befriended 


pressionism. 
Rivera joined the cubist circle of paint- 
ers there, but by 1918, influenced by the 
revolutionary idea that art should advance 
the people’s interests, he abandoned mod- 
ern directions in painting, much as he 
would have an old girlfriend who no longer 
satisfied him, and began to explore the 
political potential of public.art. 
Following a brief but critical trip toltaly, 


where-he-studied the frescoes of the Italian 


Renaissance, Rivera returned to Mexico and 


started” work on his first mural, in the. 


National Preparatory SchooL 

- An on-again, off. “again member of the 
Communist Party, Rivera sought to com- 
bine politics and art. 

That he succeeded, unlike almost every- 
one ‘else who. embarked on that venture, 
was due more to his idiosyncratic under- 
standing of politics, his determined unwill- 
ingness to bend his personal vision to any 
particular political master, and his intui- 
tive understanding of the power of public 
art in 1 public places than to any notion that 


art and action could agoaly and success: . 
« biography. 


fully eG-exist.- 


é 


Rivera had the rare distinction, for 
example, of alienating, on one hand, Leon 
Trotsky, who had a brief affair with Rivera’s 
wife, Frida Kahlo, and on the other Nelson 
Rockefeller, who had Rivera’s great mural 
in the RCA building of Rockefeller Center in 
New York City destroyed because it fea- 


“tured a small, beaming head of Lenin. 
Picasso anid’ other luminaries of post-Im- ” 


Every great artist needs a transcendent 
idea. Rivera found his early on when he 
executed a painting called “The Bathers of 
Tehuantepec” in 1923. The nude Indian 
bathers featured in the painting are sen- 
sual, earthy and innocent. According to 
Marnham, Rivera made “the chunky figure 
of the Indian woman, the natural simplicity 
of her gestures, the harmony of fleshy 


leaves and plump, rounded torso, the fu- 
“sion 


of human, mineral and vegetable —of 
eam, plants and bather— into both his 
‘trademark and an emblem of a national 
Arcadia.” 
_. Rivera’s ability to create a potent mytho- 
logical representation of the Mexican expe- 
‘Tience based on Aztec archetypes was, ac- 
cording to Marnham, the key to his success 
and the source of his power as an artist. 
Despite his exploitative relations with 
women. and his infatuation with murder- 
ous Mexican Marxist politics, his capacity 
to create —to turn personal and social angst 
into a mythical portrait of Mexico— enabled 
him to transform “nightmare into vision,” 
in the words of Octavio Paz that both begin 
and end Marnham’s rich and rewarding 
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@ Top acts to tour with 
Jay-Z on Hard Knock Life 
concert tour 


By VINNIE TITONE 
Arts Editor 


ecently Def Jam announced the Hard 

Knock Life Tour. It will be headlined 

& by Jay-Z, with opening acts DMx, 
Redman and Method Man. 

Allartists have recently released albums. 
With Jay-Z’s reviewed below, here’s how the 
others rate. - 

“Method Man-Tical 2000: Judgment Day” 
Following what many consider to be a weak 
freshman effort, “Tical,” the man with many 
identities, has put away all the doubters 
with this blazin’ sophomore effort. 

This 28 track (19 songs, 9 skits) album 
features Mr. Meth’s raspy voice over tight 
tracks produced by the likes of RZA, 4th 
Disciple, and True Master with the usual 
Wu-Tang beat. However, the best songs are 
produced by those outside Shaolin. 

Erick Sermon (Def Squad & EPMD) laced 
the beat for the most explosive cut, “Big 
Dogs,” featuring Redman, and the solid 
“Step By Step.” 

Another incredible track is “Play IV 
Keeps,” produced by Havoc of Mobb Deep 
where he and Prodigy rap with Inspectah 
Deck and Streetlife. 

Other explosive cuts include “Danger- 
ous Ground,” “Spazzola,” and “Retro Godfa- 
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ther.” Of course, having won a Grammy 
Award for “All That I Need” from the first 
album, he goes for another one to kill the 
ladies, “Break Ups 2 Make Ups,” which 
features the singing of D’Angelo. 

Overall this is an excellent album. The 
only downside is it may be a bit too long. 
However, it’s definitely worth-picking up. 

Equal in worth is Redman’s “Doc’s Da 
Name 2000.” His fourth album is every bit 
as good as the first three. One of the most 
complicated MC’s comes through with some 
of the tightest lyrics he’s ever spit. 

The beats are characteristic “Funk Doc- 
tor Spock.” However, unlike the first three 
albums Erick Sermon doesn’t produce the 
whole album. Redman does five of the beats 
for this including the most explosive track, 
including, “Da Goodness,” which features 
the ever combustible Busta Rhymes. Other 
highlights. include, “Let Da,.Monkey Out,” 
“Brick City Mashin’!,” and “I'll Bee Dat.” 

The only downside is when Redman tries 
to jack old beats and make them his own. 
He takes Ice Cube’s, “Once A Time In the 
Projects,” on “Jersey Yo!,” and the Beastie 
Boys’ “It’s the New Style,” on “Beet Drop.” 

Despite this slight flaw, Redman contin- 
ues his LP consistency after nearly a decade 
in the game. 

Although not around as long as Meth 
and Red, DMX has made quite a name for 
himself. After several guest appearances, 
he created a buzz for “It’s Dark and Hell Is 
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Hot,” his first album released in the spring 
of 1998. 


The album has since gone double plati- 
num, and continued to push 50,000 units a 
week. He’s decided to capitalize on this 
success, and release his second album in 
less than seven months. 

“Flesh of My Flesh, Blood of My Blood,” 
though not as good as the first, is still solid. 


“DOC'S DAWNAME. 
All Artwork Courtsey of Def jam Records 


D still has that rough and raspy voice. He 
still mixes stories of crime and the streets 
with deep and insightful messages. 

The thing it lacks are the beats. The 
album is mainly produced by Swizz Beats “ 
who did “Ruff Ryders Anthem.” 

While he provides good moments like 
“No Love 4 Me” and the future club hit “It’s 
All Good,” most of the beats sound too 
much alike. It’s like he tried to do too many 
versions of his “Money, Cash, Hoes.” “Keep 
Your S**t the Hardest” and “Heat” could’ve 
been left off. 

However, those are overshadowed by 


‘ superb songs like the DJ Shok produced 


“Slippin’” where D states “I’ve been through 
mad different phases like mazes to find my 
way and now I know that happy days are 
not far away.” 

There’s also PK’s “Bring Your Whole 
Crew” and “Blackout” which features the 
Lox and Jay-Z. 

Overall this is another album worth 
buying, just get ready to push the forward 
button. 


Cameos fuel Jay-Z's platinum hit 


@ It’s no longer a ‘Hard 
Knock Life’ for the CEO of 
Roc-A-fella Records 


By GEORGE WARD 
Arts Editor : 


; ike some rappers today, Shawn Carter, 
AKA Jay-Z, has worked his way up 
from producer of first class rappers to 

being one of the first class acts himself. 

In his current release, “Volume 2, Hard 
Knock Life,” he continues his tradition of 
street style beats and scathing rhymes. 

The highpoint of this disc is the title 
track. “Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem),” 
is a story of how people come up through 
the difficult life in the ghettos and his 
personal view on his life. Although the 
hookis a direct sample of “It’s AHard Knock 
Life,” a song from the Broadway show Annie, 
it is very catchy. The beat of the song, along 
with the bass line will keep the heads 
bouncing in the clubs. 

Another favorite track is“CanIGet <A 
. . .” This track first appeared on the 
soundtrack for the Jackie Chan movie, “Rush 
Hour.” It also features two up and coming 
rappers, Ja Rule and Amil of the group 
Major Coinz. This song discusses the topic 
of golddiggers, the people who hang around 
celebrities for their money. 

The hook tells these people what they 
can do if they wouldn’t be down ifit weren’t 
for the money and fame. 

Like “CanI Get A...,” many of the other 
tracks feature guest appearances by fa- 
mous rappers. : 

DMX, Foxy Brown, Kid Capri, The Lox, 
and Too Short make up the roster of estab- 
lished acts that loan their voices to this CD. 
The main debut rapper is the protege of Jay- 
Z, Memphis Bleek. He will soon become the 
premier act of Jay-Z’s Roc-a-fella Records. 

The final track of the CD is a collabora- 


tion with another rapper/producer/record 
mogul, So So Def Records CEO, Jermaine 
Dupri. The song “Money Ain’t A Thang,” is 
one of the highest charting singles for Jay- 
Z and is also featured in Dupri’s album. 

This CD has been publicized as the final 
recording from Jay-Z. However, a full scale 
arena tour has been set to start this month 
and studio production for another album 
has been rumored to have started before 
the holidays. Some have called this the 
typical hip hop operation, designed to help 
sell more CDs. 

Compared to In My Lifetime, Volume 1, 
this CD has a more commercial feel. Both 
have earned high praise from music indus- 
try critics. This CD has already scored three 
hits that have crossed over from the hip hop 
charts to the Billboard Hot 100, compared 
to only one hit from Volume one. This 
album has more hit power commercially, 
although Jay-Z has not changed his style. 
This is a sign of the revolution in the music 
world that is bringing hip hop to the fore- 
front. 
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‘Ned Devine’ another successful Irish import 


@ Comic cast provides an 
off-beat delight in their 
quest for wealth 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 
News Editor 


been quietly producing an impressive 

array of terrific, if unheralded movies in 
recent years. 

From the charming “Brassed Off,” to the 
tart “The Full Monty,” the dark comedy of “I 
Went Down” (reminiscent of “Pulp Fiction” 
without the gore) to the extraordinarily 
powerful “The Boxer,” the film industry in 
Great Britain and Ireland is once again 
claiming its place in the world of cinema. 

The common thread in these movies is 
the willingness of the directors to avoid 
formula characters. 

Instead of featuring car chases, icebergs 
and pyrotechnics, they’ve allowed the off 
beat characters in their movies to be the 
primary focus of attention. 


[= and the United Kingdom have 


The 52 quirky inhabitants of Tulaigh 
Mohr are the subjects of the latest entry 
from Ireland, “Waking Ned Devine.” As the 
film opens, someone in the village has won 
the lottery, but no one has stepped forward 
to claim the prize. 

Jackie O’Shea (Ian Bannen) and his buddy 


‘Michael O’Sullivan (David Kelley of “Fawlty 


Towers”) set out to not only identify their 
newly wealthy neighbor, but also cajole the 
lucky person into sharing the wealth with 
them. 

The two buy drinks at the local pub for 
those they suspect might be winners, and 
Jackie’s wife Annie (Fionnula Flanagan) 
cooks up a special dinner for an elderly 
woman they have singled out as having a 
newly found sense of happiness. 

Their efforts prove fruitless and Jackie 
complains to Annie “Ay, look at that, we’re 
already 50 pounds and one meat pie lighter!” 

Jackie and Michael eventually manage 
to track down the recipient of the lottery’s 
largesse, and he is the unlikeliest of win- 
ners. The good news is that Ned Devine 
holds the winning ticket; the bad news is 
the shock killed him. 

The rest of the film revolves around 
Jackie and Michael’s efforts to convince a 


visiting lottery official that Ned is in fact 
alive and well. They eventually need to 
involve the entire town in the escapade, 
and that is the central charm of the movie. 

You may find the plot implausible, as I 
did, but ifthis jolly community oflawbreak- 
ers does not enchant you, you have no sense 
of humor. Tulaigh Mohr is not a place you 
are anxious to leave. 

There’s the odorous pig farmer Finn 
(james Nesbitt of “Welcome to Sarajevo”) 
relentlessly pursuing Maggie (Susan Lynch 
of “The Secret of Roan Inish). Maggie repeat- 
edly asserts that she would marry Finn 
tomorrow “if it weren’t for the smell of the 
pigs on you.” 

And there is sour old Lizzie Quinn, riding 
around town on a battery-powered cart, 
and conveniently prevented from foiling 
thevillager’s attempts at duplicity. It’s great, 
silly fun throughout. 

Shot entirely on location on the Isle of 
Mani, the film’s spectacular vistas aloneé are 
worth the price of admission. And' the tra 
ditional Irish music by Shaun’ Davey’ is 
delightful. 


Although most contemporary films 
would be improved by being shortened, 
“Waking Ned Devine” would be better if it 
had been lengthened by 15 or 20 minutes. 
Acts I and II in this comedy cleverly set up 
any number of possible complications for 
the villagers, but Act III dissolves in front of 
you with few of those avenues explored. A 
few hitches in the plot would have made the 
ending seem less hurried. 

It’s stilla delicious treat to watch, thanks 
in large part to the incomparably dignified 
Kelly. Watching him speed down country 
lanes on a motorcycle, with nothing but a 
helmet and goggles clothing him, is silly 
humor at its best. 

Too many contemporary American mov- 
ies are relying on a nearly mathematical 
approach to filmmaking: hire marquee ac- 
tors; squeeze them into a tested and proven 


_ frame; take no risks with the characters or 


the plot and count the money. The result 
has been a lot of box office smashes, but few 
good movies. 


“Waking Ned Devine” offers no earth- 
shattering platitudes, but ifyou’re just look- 
ing for a couple of hours of engaging fun, 
this film won’t disappoint you. 


Is "99 another year of the woman for the Grammy Awards? 


@ Rapper Lauryn 
Hill dominates this 
year’s field with ten 
nominations 


By VINNIE TITONE z 
Arts Co-Editor 


F he 4ist Annual Grammy 

"Loses will be honoring 

the finest musicians in their 
specific categories. 

Sometimes it’s hard to tell if 
they’re given for artistic integrity 
or record sales, though this year it 
seems to be shifting towards the 
artist. 

The three big categories have 
always been Record of the Year, 
Album of the Year and Song of the 
Year. 

Record of the Year seems to be 
a clear choice with Celine Dion’s 
Titanic hit, “My Heart Will Go On.” 
However, it’s hard to overlook 
Madonna's “Ray of Light.” The 
other three nominees are Goo Goo 
Dolls’ “Iris;” Shania Twain’s, 
“You're Still the One” and Brandy 
and Monica’s, “The Boy Is Mine,” 
all with an outside shot. 

Album ofthe Year is a competi- 
tion between four female artists 
and a female fronted band. The 
frontrunner is Madonna’s, “Ray of 
Light.” Lauryn Hill has an excel- 
lent shot with the soul drenched 
“The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill.” 
Shania Twain also has a chance 
with “Come on Over.” The other 
nominees are Sheryl Crow’s, “The 

* Globe Sessions” and Garbage’s, 
“Version 2.0.” 

Song of the Year continues 
Shania Twain’s list ofnominations 
with “You're Still the One” which 
she wrote with Robert John Lange. 
Celine Dion could pick up the 
award for James Horner and Will 
Jennings, the writers of “My Heart 
Will Go On.” Also with a shot is the 


gospel singer/song writer Kirk 
Franklin for “Lean on Me” and 
John Rzeznik for “Iris.” However, 
the probable winner will be Diane 
Warren for Aerosmith’s, “I Don’t 
Wanna Miss a Thing.” 

Along with that award, “IDon’t 
Wanna Miss a Thing” should col- 
lect for best Song Written for a 
Motion Picture of Television and 
Pop Performance by a Duo or 
Group with Vocal. Aerosmith is 
also up for Rock Performance by a 
Duoor Group with Vocal for “Pink.” 

Along with the Album of the 
Year nomination, Lauryn Hillleads 
the way with nominations in nine 
other categories. Included are Non- 
Classical Producer, Rap Solo, Fe- 
male R&B and New Artist. 

She has to be considered a fa- 
vorite in several of those. In the 
New Artist category her only com- 
petition should be the teen female 
fantasy group Backstreet Boys. 

The most impressive are the 
rap and R&B nominations. This 
field has consistently grown, and 
this year is bigger than ever. 

For Female R&B Vocal, Hill has 
firm competition from all comers. 
Aaliyah is up with this summer’s 
smash “Are You That Somebody?” 
and Janet Jackson’s, “I Get Lonely” 
stands a good chance as does 
“Tyrone” by Erykah Badu. Who 
can forget the Queen of Soul, 
Aretha Franklin, for “A Rose Is 


Still A Rose.” That’s a song Hill - 


wrote and is nominated for in the 
R&B song category, along with 
“The Boy is Mine,” “All My Life,” 
and “Lean on Me.” Lauryn has 
another song nominated, “Doo 
Wop (That Thing),’ which makes 
her the obvious choice. 

That comes off “The 
Miseducation of...” which is up 
for R&B Album with the only com- 
petition being Brandy’s “Never Say 
Never.” Look for Hill to take this 
one. 

Brian McKnight should win 
Male R&B over Maxwell’s, “Matri- 
mony: Maybe You.” 


The only other men nominated 
are in the Duo or Group category. 
K-Ci and JoJo are nominated with 
“All My Life,” but D’Angelo should 
win with (who else?) Lauryn Hill 
for “Nothing Even Matters.” Kirk 
Franklin could give a push with 


“Lean on Me,” featuring Mary J. 


Blige, R. Kelly, Bono, Crystal Lewis 
and the Family. 

Lauryn Hill’s final nomination 
comes in Rap Solo for “Lost Ones.” 
However, look for pop sensation 
Will Smith to beat out Jay-Z’s “Hard 
Knock Life,” Busta Rhyme’s “Dan- 
gerous,” and Wyclefs “Gone Till’ 
November,” with his “Gettin’ Jiggy 
Wit It.” 

Look for Jay-Z to take an award 
in the other two rap categories: 
Best Album and Performance by 
Duo or Group. In the Best Album 
category he’s the frontrunner with 


A Degre 


“Vol. 2..... Hard Knock Life.” The 
dance/rap combination of Mase’s 
“Harlem World” and Jermaine 
Dupri’s “Life In 1472” provide a 
solid challenge. 

If Jay-Z does win, look for a 
protest instead of an acceptance 
speech. He’s been vocally upset 
that fellow rapper DMX wasn’t 
nominated for the double plati- 
num “It’s Dark and Hell Is Hot.” 

The Duo or Group category in- 
cludes a collaboration by two of 
the nominees, Jermaine Dupriand 
Jay-Z, for “Money Ain’t A Thing.” 
The odds are on the Beastie Boys 
“Intergalactic” and “Ghetto Su- 
perstar” by Pras featuring OI’ Dirty 
Bastard and Mya. Lord Tariq and 
Peter Gunz have a decent chance 
with “Deja Vu (Uptown Baby),” 
while OutKast has an outside 
chance with “Rosa Parks.” 


In the Male and Female Pop 
Vocal Performance look for Celine 
Dion’s, “My Heart Will Go On” and 
Eagle-Eye Cherry’s, “Save Tonight” 
to win. 

Look for Hole to take home the 
award for Rock Album. 

Their male counterpart, 
Marilyn Manson should win for 
Hard Rock Performance. 

Radiohead should win Alterna- 
tive Music Performance for the 
acclaimed “Airbag/How Am I Driv- 
ing?” 

Also, put your money on Ma- 
donna to win Pop Album and Short 
Form Music Video for “Ray of 
Light.” 

Overall this should be a solid 
award show with enough surprises 
to make an interesting and excit- 
ing evening. The only thing to do 
is tune in to find out on Feb. 24. 
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Hip hop: The next 
era of disco music 


@ ’70s music 
is ‘Staying 
Alive’ in the 
"90s 


Gang: These unlikely pairings occur because of the 
newest and most annoying trend in hip hop and 
dance music today-sampling. 

Sampling, which is viewed by some as an art form, is the 
use of other peoples music in a new track, or rappers too 
lazy to get off their rear ends and compose something new. 
The best part is they feel they have to use the archives of 
1970s disco music to create their tracks. 

Hip hop started in the ’70s as an alternative to disco 
where DJs spin break beats on records with the rappers 
rhyming over the beats. Sometimes two rappers would 
battle, alternating rhymes, typically taking shots at each 
other. Today’s rappers do the same, but use other artists 
music and beats. 

I’m not saying I don’t like hip-hop. I go insane when I 
have to listen to the head banging, Satan worshipping stuff 
that some people listen to. 1am just saying it is time for the 
hip hop world to come up with something original. 

Disco sucked the first time around. Although I wasn’t 
around to. experience it first hand, I have heard the 
gruesome tales of bell bottoms pants and Studio 54. At least 
the disco artists came up with their own songs. If these 
rappers were around for the *70s, why would guys like 
Wyclef Jean and Sean “Puffy” Combs have to take these 
disco “classics” and do them again? People only have to 
listen to different versions of “Staying Alive” before want- 
ing to commit suicide. 

In going through all of the top singles that were released 
by Puffy’s Bad Boy Records, it was very difficult to find one 
that didn’t contain samples or beat loops from a classic 
song. 

It is rather ironic (and irritating) when my friends hear 
a song and say what a cool new song it is, and then the 
horror they encounter when their parents walk in the 
room and say, “That song was popular when I was a kid.” 

These guys have run out of dance music to demolish and 
are starting to destroy rock classics. And through the magic 
of digital effects and samplers, along with break beats, you 
can now hear glam rockers Queen and Wyclef Jean collabo- 
rating on the same song. The rock-rap thing is a good idea, 
but use some original music. 

When I turn on the radio to the hip hop station, five out 
of six times I recognize the disco tune that the’ artist 
sampled. It must be horrible to be a DJ at these types of 
stations because of the ‘70s time warp feel. Bust out the 
Afros and platform shoes, hip hop fans are stuck in the 
disco vortex from hell. 

Bands like Korn and Limp Bizkit, have the style of hip 
hop, but incorporate live instruments and original songs to 
breathe new life into hip hop. You can’t exactly “get your 
groove on” to it, but it does show that things can be original 
in the world of hip hop. 

Korn leader Jonathan Davis has even spoken about a 
possible hook up with Sean Combs. Puff Daddy & Korn? 
Could this be the first signs of the apocalypse? | think not. 
Puffy is trying to lose the image of a teen idol and the man 
who makes money from other peoples’ music. 

Hip hop artists aren’t the only artists making large 
amounts of money sampling other music. Techno dance 
artists like Fatboy Slim and The Chemical Brothers make 
their albums using only samples and break beats. These 
guys don’t stick to the disco classics, they mutilate ‘50s and 
“60s rock and roll and reconstruct it into something more 
modern. These guys also have the high legal costs, for they 
don't always get permission for the songs they sample. 

Maybe dance and hip hop artists see it as introducing 
the music of the ‘70s to a new audience. I see it as a lack of 
musical direction and not having the guts to try something 
new. 

With this in mind, the next time the radio is tuned toa 
hip hop station, and you say to yourself, “that sounds 
familiar,” you are probably right, and the answer may lurk 
in the dusty old pile of records in your parents basement. 


D iana Ross, Notorious BIG, Lil’ Kim and Kool and the 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Timing seems to be very good, so 
it’s best to take advantage of pro- 
moting a business ideas or career 

advancement. Devote a majority of 
your efforts to job interests and you'll 
be amazed at just how much is 
accomplished. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
Misleading news about 
those close to you may arise. 
Be on guard and make no 
decisions until you have all 
the facts straight. Self-inter- 
est will motivate you, al- 
though you may be torn be- 
tween wanting to excel in a particular matter or share the 
spotlight. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

Travel is inthe works. Make sure to plan your itinerary 
carefully, creating some time for pleasure. You'll come up 
with an idea concerning business or relationship interests 
that may sound great, but don’t expect everyone else to 
share your interest. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

_ Your view of the immediate future will benefit your 

~ ability to firm up romantic ties, and encourage supervisors 
at work to have added confidence in you. This dependabil- 
ity you portray inspires faith in those who surround you. 
Guard against poor judgement. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

Try to modify your views, if necessary, to ensure peace 
on the home front. Displaying a defensive attitude may 
produce actions that may be regretted later. You may have 
to deal with a few headstrong individuals, and an argu- 
ment is inevitable. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - Sept. 23) 

You may be in the mood to have things your own way, 
but it may not be the best of times to insist on it. Back off 


if someone seriously challenges you. Some inside informa- 
tion may make it possible to put a few extra dollars in your 
pocket, possibly real estate. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

A few of your ideas are impractical, but that doesn’t 
mean you need to give up completely on them. It’s time to 
capitalize on your gregarious nature and push ahead with 
any projects involving your career path - the more support- 
ers you can gather, the better. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 -.Nov. 22) siqueisM ES 

There may be an unexpected message coming your way 


that may momentarily throw you off balance both: emo- | 


tionally and financially. Make sure to keep the lines of 
communication open with family members. Financial ad- 
vice is suggested regarding any new investments. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) — 

If you use your imagination, there may be a delightful 
romantic surprise just around the corner for you. There 
may be confusion in regards to a social or romantic date 
that may cause frustration earlier in the week. Good vibes 
are developing for future career goals. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

You have a chance to strengthen an important relation- 
ship which signals success for any long range dependabil- 
ity. Try to keep a tight rein on your temper and reactions 
to others. If you speak before you think, feelings may be 
hurt and explanations will be difficult. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Your timing seems to be off, and it may be difficult to 
reach someone you've been trying to get a hold of. Ifyou do, 
the conversation may not be what you expected. You may 
also have to readjust your thinking or reevaluate your 
goals, a major decision is close at hand. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

Now is as good a time as any to learn to become thrifty. 
Think before you part with your hard earned cash. You have 
a few far out ideas and opinions, and if. pressed on others 
will only cause confusion and maybe hostility: Don’t:push 
your luck by saying or doing anything foolish. ” 
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Jan. 20-Feb. 3 

College photo identification cards 

New Photo ID cards will be taken in the 

student activities department, Lawrence campus, 


’ L133; times will be posted on the door. 


Wednesday, Jan. 27 

Student senate meeting, student center theatre, Haverhill, 
3-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 28 

Women’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 6 
p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 28 

Men’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 29 

Students interested in running for any of the open seats on 
the student senate must turn in their completed nomina- 
tion petition to either student activities office by noon. 
Friday, Jan. 29 

Pool tournament (9-ball), sport and fitness center, 12 
p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 1 

Spring semester validation stickers will be available in the: 
registrar’s office, bursar’s office, and the student activities 
department 

Monday, Feb. 1 

Interclub Council meeting: Student Center Theatre, Haver- 
hill, 3-5 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 1 

Men’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 2 

Eating Fine in ’99 Room L-131, Lawrence, 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 2 

Women’s basketball game, sport and fitness center, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 

Men’s basketball game, sport and fitness center, 6 p.m. 
Feb. 4th-Feb. 19 

College photo identification cards 

New photo ID cards will be taken in the 

student activities department, Haverhill campus, 

F-133. Times will be posted on the door. 

Thursday, Feb. 4 

Women’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 7 
p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 6 

Women’s basketball game, sport and fitness center, 2 
p-m. 

Saturday, Feb. 6 

Men’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 4 p.m. 
Feb. 8-10 

Student senate elections 

In the Spurk building lobby at the Haverhill campus and 
the atrium at the Lawrence campus. 

Monday, Feb. 8 

Winterfest, Lawrence atrium, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 8 

Free throw contest, sport and fitness center, 12 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 

Women’s basketball game sport, and fitness center, 6 


Dn A Toneta dot 

Tuesday, Feb,.9 

Men’s basketball game sport and fitness center, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 

Winterfest sport and fitness center, Haverhill campus, 
21-1 p.m. 


FLEETCENTER Boston 

Alanis Morrissette — Feb. 22 
Jimmy Buffett — Feb. 28 

Black Sabbath — March 3 

N ‘SYNC March 16 

Rolling Stones — March 22 and 23 
Hard Knock Life Tour (Jay-Z) - March 27 
ORPHEUM THEATER - Boston 
Black Crowes — Feb. 23 and 24 
PAUL TSONGAS ARENA - Lowell 
Sno-Core (Everclear) - March 10 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB - Boston 
Fun Lovin’ Criminals — Feb. 11 
EVE 6 Feb 24 

Eagle Eye Cherry March 8 

WANG CENTER - Boston 

Lauryn Hill — March 31 
WORCESTER PALLADIUM 
Rusted Root — Feb. 20 

Sugar Ray/Everlast — Feb. 21 
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@ Team still short of 
players, but set for game 
against CCRI 


By STEVE FLAGG 
Sports Editor 


ile everyone was at home enjoy 
ing semester break, the NECC 
women’s basketball team was 


practicing and thinking up new game plans 
for the upcoming semester. 

“Our defense is a lot more solid than it 
was before because we have more of the 
players playing together,” said head coach 
Andrew Pittington. “We have had time to 
putin a new offense and just come together 
as a team.” 

The Knight’s main goal this semester is 
“to end up with more than three wins,” said 
a few players. Pittington realizes he must 
overcome a few hurdles first, 

“We need to focus:.on the basics like 


YOUR 


ready for semester 


scoring when the opportunity is there and 
to rebound as much as possible before we 
even think about winning any champion- 
ships,” said Pittington. 

The women’s team, which has only lost 
one of its players, is going into the new 
semester with far better luck than. the 
men’s. A number of their players were 
unable to return because of grades. 

“Our grades were real solid last semester 
and hopefully will be in the future,” said 
Pittington. 

This season is really important to the 
girl’s team and to the future of the sport at 
NECC. Pittington feels that if they do well 
this season “the sport will take off’ and 
more people will be interested in it. 

“I have been recruiting very hard for 
next year so new students will have better 
knowledge about the team,” Pittington said. 
“I have been to about three high schools a 
day telling the kids about the team and 
have gotten some good response.” 

~Pittington has been working hard to 
make his team the best he can, but would 
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Bradford College offers 
half-tuition scholaiships for 
qualified transfer students! 


Transfer Coordinator Kathy Bresnahan 
can answer your questions. 


Bradford College 


Office of Admission 
Bradford College 

320 South Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 01835-7393 
(978) 372-7161 

(800) 336-6448 


Website: http://www. bradford.edu 
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GOING UP: Players look for the rebound in a recent game against Hesser College. 


like to see more support from the college 
community. 

“About seven or eight girls and myself 
are here working hard. It would be nice to 
have some people come and:see what that 
hard.work has accomplished.” 

The rest of the season schedule follows: 

Jan. 26 7 p.m. Springfield Tech C.C. 

28 6 p.m. Quinsigamond C.C. 


Head to the hills for plenty of snow, 


@ Sports park offers 
much just down the road 
in Amesbury 


By DAVID COUSINS 
Staff Reporter 


very day, hundreds of people 
E are heading to the Amesbury 

Sports Park for snow tubing. 
The park offers something for 
everyne. 

“We offer safe entertainment in a con- 
trolled environment,” said manager and 
former NHL hall of fame defenseman Brad 
Park. “Monitors ensure the safety of every- 
one whether they are on or off the hills.” 

“We came down for the weekend on a 
business trip. We’ve spent our evenings 
snow tubing just to relax,” said Barry Gagnon 
of Albany, N.Y. “This place gives my co- 
workers a chance to relieve stress and have 
a great time.” 


“Monitoring the hills ensures the safety 


of everyone at the park,” said hill monitor 
Josh Moss. “I’ve been working here for two 


years and we get hundreds of people from ~ 


all over New England every day.” 

Whether you want to enjoy the ten 
slopes or just relax in the Power Play Grill, 
there’s plenty to do at the park. 

“We offer our customers. a chance to 
relax and enjoy themselves while watching 
family members on the hills,” said bar- 
tender Dawn St. Pierre. “There is no live 
entertainment here, but we offer televi- 
sions and great spirit for people who enjoy 
each others company.” 

The park is also a great place to eat. 

“You may just want a cup of hot choco- 
late to warm yourself, or you can choose 
anything from nachos to hamburgers at a 
véry reasonable price,” said restaurant su- 
pervisor Edward Schmidt. 

“The people are friendly and helpful, 
they go out of their way to make sure 
everyone has a great time,” said Diane Lane 
of Manchester, N.H. 

A lot of people love the snow and when 


old man winter doesn’t come through, you © 
can count on the park to have snow on their _. 


hills. They use high-tech snow-making equip- 
ment to guarantee there will always be 


Feb. 2 7 p.m. Roxbury C.C 

4 7p.m. Mass. Bay C.C. 

6 2 p.m. Norwalk C.T.C. 

9 7p.m. Newbury College 
Post-Season Play 

’ Feb. 20 — 21 MCCAC Tournament at 

Springfield Tech C.C. 
Feb. 27 — 28 NJCAA Regional Tourna- 
ment at C.C. of Rhode Island 


food, fun 


D. Cousins photo 
TUBING TIME: 
Jonah Santiago 
of Newburyport 
enjoys the sports 
"| park, above. 

' Melinda Belluo- 
mini serves up 
some hot chili to 
a cool customer, 


left. 


snow tubing. val 
“T love this place, it’s different because 


they make their own snow,” said Karen 
Holinger of Haverhill. “I bring my family 
here as often as possible. It’s a fun place, and 
a great time.” 

“Since their opening in 1992, I’ve tried to 
bring my kids here at least once a week,” 
said Mark Rizzo of Salem, N.H. “This type of 
environment makes people come closer 
together.” 

Ten great hills give everyone from nov- 
ice tubers to the most experienced a chance 
at the time of their life. Some people choose 
to walk up the hills, but with the high-tech 
lifts and snow making machines you will 
never be left out in the cold. 

The Sports Park is located one mile from 
the I-95 interchange off of interstate 495. 
Take exit 54 and follow the signs to Hunt 
Road. 

Weekdays the park is open from 3 p.m — 
9:30 p.m., weekends from 9 a.m.— 9:30 p.m. 
Special group rates are also available by 
making reservations by calling ane park at 
388-5788. 


_ Editor’s note: J As saat 
Contact Dina Brown, coordinator a student 
activities, to get $5 passes to the sports park. 
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Center takes on new look 


@ New carpet and 
fresh paint brighten 
fitness center for the 
spring. Now is the 
time to get in shape 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Sports Editor 


he fitness center has taken 
Te a new look for the spring 
semester. . 

It was renovated during the 
winter break with a new paint job 
and a new carpet. 

New motivational pictures were 
also added to complement the 
freshly painted walls. 

“We hope that this new look 
will attract more students to the 
fitness center and create an invit- 
ing, comfortable environment for 
them,” said weight room monitor 
Justin Lopata. 

Rob Parker, wellness and fit- 
ness center employee, said the old 
rug was shabby and that he and 
Nita Lamborghini, assistant dean, 
made a mutual agreement to in- 
stall a new one. 

These somewhat expensive 
renovations were not taken from 
school funds, but instead were 
made possible through fund-rais- 
ing. 

The fitness center will hold an 
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BREAKING A SWEAT: Students work out in the newly renovated sport and fitness center. 


open house Feb. 3 from 10-12 p.m. 
for all NECC students to check out 
the new look and to meet the 
fitness center staff 
During the open house, a free 
raffle will take place for a $10 gift 
certificate to Olympia Sports. 
Along with the new renova- 
tions and the open house, the 


Men’s hoop team 


@ Younger players 
need to step up and 
play important 
roles 


By RIAN MCFADDEN 
Sports Editor 


ith a 4-9 record, the last 

thing the boy’s basket 

ball team could afford 
was to lose key players. That is 
exactly what happened at the end 
_ of the fall semester. 

Seven players were deemed 
academically ineligible and were 
forced to leave the team. 

“Yeah, we lost seven kids to 
grades. That hurts,” said assistant 
coach Darren Stratton. 

This loss now leaves the coaches 


Golf team 
to meet: 
next month 


mandatory men and women’s 
olf team meeting will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 3 p.m. The 
’ meeting will be in room 129, in 
the sports and fitness center. 
For more information, or ifyou 
cannot attend the meeting, con- 
tact Coach Donna Felisberto im- 
mediately in F-133 in the student 
center at 556-3731. 


with only nine players to work 
with, 

It has forced younger, less ex- 
perienced players to step up and 


take on important roles. 


“Jesse Martin, Joe Tufts, Alex 
Noonan and Jefferson Estevez are 
all kids who are going to have step 
up and play key roles if we’re 
going to go anywhere,” said 
Stratton. 

Of the nine players left, only 
five have played basketball in high 


+ school so the team will have to 


lookto veteran guard Henry Evans 
and power forward Tim Carroll to 
do most of the legwork. _ 

Losing these players has also 
forced a change in the lineup. Paki 
Phillips will play the one spot, 
Henry Evans will be at the two, 
Arty Hazard will man the three, 
Tim Carrol will remain at the four 
and Jefferson Estevez will step into 
the five spot. 

The team’s sixth man will be 
Ivan Yambo, who Stratton said is 
“interchangeable.” 

. In comparison to last year 
Stratton said that this season has 
been a success, although it has not 


SE 


center has a number of activities 
lined up for students during the 
spring semester. These activities 
include: 

Coached workouts: to provide 
extra motivation and to assist stu- 
dents 

Step and low impact aerobics 

Eating fine in 99: a nutritional 


loses Key players 


We’re in fifth 
place in the in 
the NJCAA, but 
our record isn’t 
reflective of our 
ability. 


met his expectations. 

“We're in fifth place in the in 
the NJCAA, but our record isn’t 
reflective ofour ability. The games 
we have lost have only been by a 
small margin and my players work 
for me. They have never stopped 
working,” he said. 

The team has 11 games left in 
the season and hopes that its fo- 
cus on fundamentals will help 
them during the rest of the sea- 
son. 


We’re online at last! 


at | 
Check out our web page today at 
http://observer.necc.mass.edu 
Watch for this page to grow & improve this semester | 
3 


seminar 
Women’s nutrition series: lec- 
ture from a registered dietician 
Sensible weight control strate- 


gies 


All of these activities are free 
and all NECC students and em- 
ployees are encouraged to partici- 
pate. 


WINDOWS BY DESIGN - Custom 
window treatments, slipcovers and 
upholstery for all budgets. Call 
683-3787 

o$o¢ 
Call our ad line at 556-3634 today 
to place your classified ad. 


Conveniently located 
at Routes 110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


Can anyone 
ever be like 
Mike again? 


@ A basketball 
superstar retires 


ile the basketball world 
waited for news of when 
the NBA lockout was go- 


ing to end, Michael Jordan fans 
waited to hear news ofhis planned 
retirement for the second time in 
his career. 

That news came Wednesday, 
Jan. 13 at 1:43 p.m., when the 
sports legend decided to call it 
quits. 

Jordan said, “I tried to be the 
best basketball player I could be. 
I’ve played it to the best I could 
play it.” 

“Michael Jordan was a true su- 
perstar to people young and old. 
He is the greatest player in NBA 
history,” said Larry Hernandez of 
Lawrence. “ No one has done what 
this athlete has done in his career 
with the Chicago Bulls.” 

Jordan leaves with five league 
MVP’s, 10 NBA scoring titles, as 
the number one point-per-game 
scorer in history, one NCAA cham- 
pionship, two Olympic Gold med- 
als and six world championships. 

“He’s a legend. No one can ever 
be like Mike,” said Kevin Greer of 
Newburyport. “I don’t know ifbas- 
ketball will be the same without 
him.” 

At the news conference in Chi- 
cago, Bulls chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf said, “This day I hoped 
would never come. Michael is the 
greatest athlete to ever put on a 
basketball uniform. It’s a sad day 
for every fan in the world.” 

NBA commissioner David Stern 
said, “I disagree with Jerry. This is 
a great day, the greatest player is 
retiring with the grace that de- 
scribes his play.” 

Jordan did add grace from the 
time he hit the last second shot to 
beat Georgetown, to the last sec- 
ond shot he hit to win the NBA 
championship against Utah. 

It was sad to see the ending 
unravel. 

The Chicago Tribune reported 
that Jordan severed a tendon on 
the index finger of his shooting 
hand. 

“ The injury needs surgery, but 
it didn’t cause me to retire,” Jor- 
dan said. “I thought about just 
saying two words, I’m gone, but I 
owe my fans a lot more than that.” 

Jordan dazzled fans from be- 
ginning to end. His graceful style 
on and off the court left a lasting 
impression on everyone. He will 
be missed. Michael, thanks for the 
memories. See you in the hall of 
fame. 


® The campus is bustling with activity as the’ spring 
semester kicks off. There are the usual lines at the 
bookstore and the registrar, but students still find 
time to check schedules and take a break at the 
cafeteria and Jitters. 
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Cashier Kelsey McCosh works the register at the campus bookstore 
during the first week of classes. 
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Donna Felis- 
berto, student activities office, above, greets 
a few of the thousands of students to 
return to campus last week. Students 
gather in the “Tiled Lounge,” Jitters, and 
the cafeteria. 


